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Thank you for allowing us be a part of your journey.

The PALS Grant Program provides financial grants to People living

with ALS (PALS) and their families to help offset some of the

staggering costs associated with ALS. We are dedicated to

increasing access to caregiving services, equipment, and home

modifications for accessibility for people living with ALS. 

Our application is intended to provide transparency and clarity so

PALS and their families can best utilize the resources of our PALS

Grant Program. The application is designed to celebrate the lives and

legacies of everyone in this community and we hope to continue the

tradition of sharing your stories. 

Like many organizations, the past few years have been exceptionally

challenging. In recognition of our limited resources, we have reflected

on how we can have the greatest positive impact in the ALS community

and best answer individual needs. To reach our goal of helping as

many PALS as possible, grant funding will prioritize Maryland residents

and first-time grant seekers. 

While we dream of a world without ALS, we know that there are

people who need financial assistance right now. This immediate need

inspired the Brigance Brigade Foundation (BBF) PALS Grant Program.

BBF is committed to serving the needs of the ALS community, we are

working tirelessly to ensure the sustainability of the PALS Grant

Program by carefully stewarding our donors’ contributions. 

PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

The Brigance Brigade Foundation (BBF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
with mission to equip, encourage, and empower people living with ALS.
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Equipment: BBF supports grant request for equipment purchases or

rental-fees, not covered by insurance, that aid PALS with mobility,

communication, and breathing so that PALS can live with as much

independence as possible. BBF is proud to be one of the few

organizations that also funds installation costs, supplies, and

maintenance plans associated with equipment that assists PALS in

their daily lives. 

Home accessibility: To support PALS independence and safety, BBF

considers funding requests for home accessibility that could include

home modification projects such as bathroom accessibility, door

widening, ramp installation, sidewalk repair, and purchase of

compact generators.

Applicant has a confirmed ALS or PLS diagnosis from a medical

professional

Applicant is a resident of Maryland (Applicants from other states

will be considered on a case-by-case basis)

Applicant has not previously been awarded a BBF PALS Grant* 

Applicant’s social worker has signed the completed application

and is cc’ed on application submission email 

The application is submitted to grants@brigancebrigade.org with

required support documents and high resolution photograph(s) of

applicant attached to email

In-home healthcare: BBF is proud to be one of the few organizations

that funds the vital need of in-home care for PALS. We believe that

quality, in-home healthcare supports the physical and emotional

wellbeing of the PALS and Caregivers of people living with ALS (CALS)

we work with. 

ELIGIBILITY

AREAS OF GIVING

 

Each PALS Grant Program applicant is eligible for one PALS Grant Program award per calendar year

with a maximum financial award of $5,000. Grant applicants may mix and match support categories to

best fit their needs. For more information, please see the worksheet enclosed in the PALS Grant Program

application.
 

*BBF will continue to prioritize first-time grant seekers. Those who have previously been awarded a

BBF PALS Grant, and meet the geographic requirements for applicants, may be eligible should

funds be available at the end of the calendar year and if it has been one full year since they were last
awarded a grant.
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I submitted a PALS Grant Program application and was placed on the waitlist; do I need to submit a new
application to be considered for grant funding? 
PALS and their families do not need to resubmit applications. BBF staff will be in touch with all waitlist applicants to confirm
eligibility and provide an opportunity for supplemental information for a funding request. If you have outstanding
questions about the status of your application, please contact grants@brigancebrigade.org.

When does the 2026 PALS Grant Program application cycle open? 
We are pleased to offer two grant cycle periods beginning: 

Cycle 1: March 1, 2026- May 31, 2026, & Cycle 2: September 1, 2026-November 30 2026. 

How much annual financial assistance is available for PALS?
We consider grant support requests of up to $5,000 per individual per calendar year in the critical areas of in-home caregiving,
equipment, and home modifications for accessibility needs.

Once a grant is awarded, how are grant payments carried out?
To best serve the PALS we work with, there are two options for grant payout:

OPTION 1: The BBF pays grants directly to the Grantee, who will be expected to retain receipts and records for expenditures
of grant funds.
OPTION 2: The BBF pays grants directly to contractors, vendors or healthcare agencies.

Do BBF PALS Grants cover the cost of purchasing a van?
We are proud to help cover the costs for durable medical equipment purchases or rentals, supplies, and maintenance. At this
time, we are not resourced to cover the costs of vehicle purchases or rentals. If you are in need of an accessible van, or have
one available to gift to another PALS, please contact our staff and we can facilitate direct connections between families.

Do BBF PALS Grants cover the cost of hotels, along with home modifications?
To ensure our PALS community can remain comfortable and safe in their own home, we are delighted to include home
accessibility needs in our PALS Grants program. Unfortunately, with limited resources, we are unable to extend funds for hotel
fees for any reason, including in-home construction. 
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Is this grant considered taxable income?
Per IRS resources, need-based financial assistance is considered a gift under Section 102 of the Internal Revenue Code,
provided that the recipient has not provided services in expectation of the assistance and provided that there is no expectation
of future services (or any other quid pro quo) to or for the benefit of the provider. BBF cannot provide tax advice and
encourages you to consult your tax advisor regarding any additional questions, confirmation of this information, or concerns you
may have on this issue.

How else does BBF serve the ALS community?
In addition to providing financial assistance for PALS, BBF is proud to offer the following programming to the ALS community:

Chanda's Caregiver Corner: Your PALS isn't #FightingALS alone. Neither are you! We encourage caregivers of people
living with ALS (CALS) to participate in Chanda’s Caregiver Corner programming. We have designed this suite of offerings to
focus on the needs of CALS and prioritizes self-care through activities and conversations. 

For more information, please visit brigancebrigade.org/chandas-caregiver-corner
PALS/CALS event participation: BBF is proud to provide complimentary event tickets to PALS and their families to our
signature events including our 5.7K Championship Race and Soiree with O.J., for more information, please contact our staff.
Direct connection for resources: BBF staff is delighted to connect with PALS and CALS directly to facilitate connections to
social workers, resources, and other organizations. We also seek to have conversations with PALS and CALS to inform our
program growth based on community need. We're here for you!
Custom fundraising pages for PALS / CALS / donors: For those wishing to celebrate milestones by 'paying it forward',
BBF staff is delighted to build a custom fundraising page, just for you! Whether for a birthday, wedding, or memorial
celebration, our team will help you share your story to honor the PALS and CALS in your life by spreading awareness and
fundraising for our critical mission. Please contact our team to get started.

 

BBF is also proud to be an active part of the ALS Community at large!
Partnerships with a consortium of ALS Organizations nationwide: 

BBF partners with 20+ ALS organizations on advocacy initiatives, including the support of H.R. 1407 and S. 578,
which, if passed, will provide ALS patients and their loved ones access to SSDI benefits without having to wait five
months – an eternity within the two-to-five-year life expectancy of the disease.
A key initiative, lead by I AM ALS, is the Every Community project. Please follow the link and provide your
name/location to help us give a face to ALS in every Congressional district: bit.ly/helpalsadvocacy

NIH Research Partnership: BBF has partnered with the National Institute of Health’s Laboratory of Neurogenetics to study
the genetic basis of ALS using saliva samples. BBF encourages all interested PALS to participate in the study. As there is
very little research on the incidence and genetics of ALS in African Americans, BBF is specifically seeking to increase the
enrollment of African Americans with ALS in this study.
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EQUIP. ENCOURAGE. EMPOWER.

The Brigance Brigade Foundation (BBF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization with mission to equip, encourage, and empower

people living with ALS.

Founded by #57 former champion football player,
O.J. Brigance and his wife, Chanda, the BBF cultivates a

caring community, demands dignity for all, and actively works
to create a lasting, positive impact to realize a world where

people touched by ALS thrive with purpose and passion.

@brigancebrigade

FOLLOW US ON SOCIALBrigance Brigade Foundation
10045 Red Run Blvd
Suite 130
Owings Mills, MD 21117
brigancebrigade.org
info@brigancebrigance.org

#FIGHTINGALS
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